Director of Higher Education and Graduate Programs, Dr. Déana Scipio, has
partnered with professors from the University of Rochester to participate in the
COVID Connects Us project, funded by the National Science Foundation. The
three-year project seeks to address the disproportionate impacts of COVID-19 on
historically marginalized communities and support teachers in providing
ambitious science teaching experiences. Stay tuned as we share more about
IslandWood’s involvement with this exciting national project!

"I feel like my role is to create a space for people to discover what is
theirs to discover."
In a typical year, approximately 4,000 children experience the Garden Classroom
on IslandWood’s Bainbridge campus. From providing opportunities to learn about
sustainable gardening and food production, to allowing students to create meals
from freshly harvested produce, the garden is a powerful place of learning and
growth (if you’ll excuse the pun!).
This summer we welcomed Megan Gordinier as our new Garden Manager. Learn
more about her, and her work in IslandWood’s Garden Classroom, here.

Are you a teacher looking to connect classroom learning to real-world
environmental issues? Or involved with a community-based organization working
to deepen your impact? In partnership with the Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA), IslandWood is facilitating stewardship projects that address issues affecting
watersheds in our communities, and we want to hear from you!
Learn more and submit your project idea →

During the 2020 - 2021 school year, more than 200 K-12 educators throughout the
region participated in IslandWood’s teacher professional development courses
and workshops. Of those:

Read our blog post here to learn more about the recently-completed external
evaluation of the professional development program, including successes,
feedback, and areas for growth.
P.S. Check out our upcoming professional development courses for K-2, 3-5, and 68 teachers here!

Schoolyard Learning
Cohort A | Cohort B
October - December
Held virtually on Zoom
Designed for K-2nd grade
teachers
$300 stipend available
11 STEM Clock Hours available

Connecting Students to
Local Water Systems
November 6 | 9:00 am – 12:00 pm
Held in-person at at
Meadowbrook Community Center
in Seattle
Designed for 3rd - 8th grade
teachers
Ready-to-use ideas for hands-on
science activities
2 STEM Clock Hours available

Urban Water Systems
November 27 | 10:00 am – 12:00 pm
December 1 | 3:30 – 5:30 pm
Held virtually on Zoom
Designed for 3rd - 8th grade
teachers
Strategies for exploring the
secrets of the Seattle stormwater
system with students
2 STEM Clock Hours available

December 27 - January 5
Day & Overnight Options Available
Industry standard certification
course for professional outdoor
guides and trip leaders, search
and rescue team members,
outdoor recreation enthusiasts,
and international travelers
Earn the following
certifications: Wilderness First
Responder, Adult and Child CPR &
Airway Management, and
Epinephrine Auto-injector

A member of IslandWood's Board of Directors, Dr. Pooja Tandon is a pediatrician
and researcher at the Center for Child Health, Behavior, and Development at
Seattle Children’s Research Institute and an Associate Professor at the University of
Washington. Check out our conversation with Pooja here to learn more about how
she first became involved with IslandWood, her own children's experiences in
IslandWood's School Overnight Program, and her dedication to supporting
equitable access to IslandWood's programs.

We’re currently booking retreats and meetings at IslandWood! With fall and winter
dates filling fast, now is the time to plan a fun and safe gathering with your team
on our beautiful Bainbridge campus, complete with a variety of meeting spaces,
cozy overnight lodging, delicious dining, on-site activities, and more. And the best
part is that the revenue generated from the events we host helps support our
environmental education programs throughout the region.
Learn more about hosting your meeting or retreat at IslandWood here →
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